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D: Is it possible to worship a formless God?

P: Only when we become formless we can worship a
formless God. Ice and water cannot mix unless they
attain the same state. The Catholic Christians and
Buddhists worship idols. Muslims have no idols. But
some Muslims worship graves of saints.  Why
should Muslims turn Westward and pray facing a wall
in a Mosque? Why do they write "Allah" on a card-
board and adorn it with a garland? The word "Allah"
itself is a symbol. The Protestant Christians also
cannot pray without having an image in their
minds. Sikhs worship the book Adi Grantha.

D: So I think image worship whether in the form of a
symbol or an idol is necessary.

P; Yes. During the British Rule in India, a native prince
while conversing with Swami Vivekananda decried
image worship and called Indians barbarians. Swami
Vivekananda asked the Minister who was there to spit
on the portrait of the prince in the room. Both the
prince and the minister were shocked. They became
angry. The Swami said, "This portrait is only a paper;

why do you get angry?" The Minister said, "Swamiji,
the portrait represents the prince to whom due respect
mustbe given". The Swamiji replied, "In the same way
the worshipper regards the idol as God Himself and not
as an object of stone or metal".

D: Some ignorant persons make fun of us because we
worship idols.

P: Saint Thirumoolar in one of his verses says that when
we regard a wooden elephant as an elephant, we forget
about the wood. But when we think of the wood, the
thought of its being in the form of an elephant disap-
pears. Similarly when we worship the idol we think
that God is present before us. Why should the protes-
tant Christians .turn their face towards the sky and
pray? They think God is in the Heaven above and th^